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Requirement #1: Good Citizenship
Craft Activity: Patriotic Collage

1. Discuss what it means to be a good citizen.  Give examples of what it means to be a good citizen.  Some example may be, serving in the military, paying taxes, voting, and serving in the community. Stress the importance and the privilege of being a citizen of the United States.

2. Divide your Explorers into groups.  Provide magazines, scissors, poster boards, and glue. Have them cut out pictures and symbols of anything that is an American icon or anything that represent America.   Each group must create a full page collage and present to the class what their collage represents.
Requirement #2: American Flag
After the explorers have learned about the importance of the flag and care for it, they will now create and design their own flag.  Each explorer will use old fabrics (from old sheets and pillow cases) paints and permanent markers.  Each person will create his own mini-flags and use it to play a game. 
Fun Activity:

Using the new flags designed by each Explorers, they will play the game “Capture the Flag”.  The basic “Capture the Flag” rules applies to this activity, except there will be multiple flags to capture.  The team with the most flag at the end of the game wins the game.  
Requirement #3: Pledge of Allegiance
Each country has a National Anthem that expresses their love and loyalty to their country; such as The Star Spangled Banner.   Hand out the words to the Star Spangled Banner to your Explorers and read through the lyrics explaining to them what it means.  Have them sing and memorize the National Anthem: Star Spangled Banner and present it the following week in the beginning of class.  
Follow-up Home Activity:

There are many men and women who are very patriotic and have written or composed other patriotic songs in the last century.  With the help of your parents or an adult in the home, find a “patriotic song” that was written in the last 10 years.  We are looking for new and modern patriotic songs.  Share with the class the next time and explain why you selected the song.  
Requirement #4: Community Leaders
One of the unique privileges of a good citizen, if he/she chooses is to serve in the military.  They serve for a period of time whether full time or part-time and do their best to protect and serve our country.  Interview an active soldier in the military or veteran and talk with him/her about their experience in the military and what it means for them to be a good citizen.  Thank them for their 
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service and let them know how much you appreciate their courage and loyalty.
List of Branches in the military:

Army

Navy

Marines

Coast Guards

Reserved 

Questions to ask:

	Name:
	

	Military Branch:
	

	Rank:
	

	Years of Service:
	

	Memorable Experience:
	


Devotional:
Scripture:   Ruth 1:16-18 (New International Version, ©2011)
 16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 
In the book of Ruth, Naomi, the mother-in-law, has lost her husband and 2 sons. She is left with 2 daughter-in-laws and plans to go back home to Bethlehem.  One daughter in law decides to stay back with her family, while Ruth pledges allegiance to her mother-in-law Naomi to go with her, for her people to be her people, and for her God to be her God.  The love of Ruth for Naomi shows the genuine loyalty to a person whom she loves.  But more importantly, Ruth has come to love the God whom Naomi loves and serves.
As a good citizen, we have loyalty and love to care for fellow citizens. This is what makes us do the things we do to serve our country so that we can show patriotism.  In the United States of America, our firm belief and trust is stated in our coins (show penny, nickel, dime and quarters) that states “In God We Trust”.  These coins remind us that the value of our good citizenship is not the good things we do, but in the God whom we love and trust in our country. 
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