EXPLORER 
CUSTOMS & MANNERS
We live in a big and diverse world.  In the United States, people come from all over that world to live and work.  Some of them bring strange and exotic customs and manners, but we also have customs and manners that define who we are as people of God and as Salvationists.

Requirement #1

Exploring Good Manners – 

[image: image1.wmf]Using a whiteboard or a large piece of paper, ask the Explorers to shout out what they think are good manners.  After a good list is accumulated, look for similar ideas and start a list of good manners.  Then ask the Explorers to name one or two that are the most important, example “Saying Thank You”.
Creative Idea

Visit an ethnic or other restaurant.

Many towns and cities have small restaurants and eateries that serve different cuisines from around the world.  Take your Explorers to one or more of these, and maybe have the owner or manager explain the customs and manners of their native country.
Requirement #2
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Good Manners in Your Corps or Church –

The Chapel is a good place to teach this lesson.  The Explorers can sit in the chapel and discuss the idea of proper manners for sitting in worship on a Sunday.  Maybe use example, such as, “Is it ok to put your feet on the pew or chair in front of you?”  “Is it ok to tear up the songbook or Sunday bulletin?”
Special Guest Idea

Invite an officer that has served in a foreign country to come and give a presentation about the customs and manners of that location.  Another possibility is to have a young Salvationist who has gone on a mission trip (summer service corps) to also give a presentation.
Creative Idea

Serve a formal 1st century meal.

Set up a room with a low table, carpets and pillows.  Have the Explorers sit on the floor and explain the way people in Jesus’ time ate.  Serve food similar to Biblical times as possible. Use as few utensils as possible, and be sure to also have the Explorers help clean up afterward.
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Devotional Thought

Luke 24:17-20

"What is the subject," He asked them, "on which you are talking so earnestly, as you walk?" And they stood still, looking full of sorrow. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered, "Are you a stranger lodging alone in Jerusalem, that you have known nothing of the things that have lately happened in the city?" "What things?" He asked. "The things about Jesus the Nazarene," they said, "who was a Prophet powerful in work and word before God and all the people; and how our High Priests and Rulers delivered Him up to be sentenced to death, and crucified Him.

Today we live in a fast paced world.  We can get our news instantly on the computer or even on our smart phones.  We have radio, television and the internet.  We have newspapers, magazines, and even books filled with information.
But in Jesus’ time, none of those things were available or even existed.  People learned their news from one another from talking as they walked along or as they sat for meals.  Meals in Jesus’ time were long and people told stories or discussed the latest gossip.  The passage we read. talks about a man who had not yet heard about Jesus’ death.  The man wanted to know more surely, so he had to walk along with the strangers, and they too must have thought it strange that he had not “heard the news”.

There are many people in our cities and town that have never heard the news about Jesus.  Even with all out technology, thousands just have never heard the story.  As Explorers in God’s world, let us try to bring the “good news” to someone in our neighborhood this week.  Tell them the story of Jesus. 
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