EXPLORER
MUTILMEDIA




Hebrews 13:8
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever”

There are lots and lots of Media in our children’s lives; I would like to share just a few with you.  As I went into the internet and typed in “Multimedia” I received a list of 104,000,000 websites, needless to say I was overwhelmed.  

Here is some information for leaders that I found: 

From www.pbs.com, it says this:

Digital Media is increasingly present in our KIDS’ formal and informal educational settings, becoming as common as pencils and notebooks were to their parents.  Yet in many American classrooms and homes, these high-tech tools are severely limited or forbidden.  Teachers and parents wonder:  What are students doing with these technologies? 

What I want to share with you are excerpts from the web.  First again is the PBS Program Digital Media:  New Learners of the 21th century 
Probably the most important thing for kids growing up today is the love of embracing change. In a world of rapid change, the need to memorize something is a 20th century skill.  The need to navigate in a buzz of confusion and to figure out how to trust the information that you find---if you can feel confident doing that, the world is yours.

How can we leverage digital media?  We can stop being driven by fear.  We can start to understand that this is the world that kids live in, and that our churches & schools can reflect that. 	             
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John Dewy said it best.  He said, “If we can teach today’s students the way we taught them yesterday, we rob them of tomorrow.”  And we are doing that all over this country.

We find when we talk about the 21st century skills, people will often reduce them to skills for the workplace and skills involving technology, and we really are thinking about skills for creativity, for civic engagement, for social life – the full range of experiences that young people will be involved in in the future.

If you look around you, young people everywhere – at home, at malls and in school yards, are texting, tweeting and gaming.  They’re joining virtual interest groups, making and uploading videos to YouTube, and defining who they are to their friends through their Facebook pages. 

While many parents are anxious about the time their children spend on cell phones, on social networks and playing online games, a growing number of researchers and educators are excited about the opportunities these digital media platforms bring to learning.  A cell phone can be a distraction in the classroom – or, it can be an instant confection to the vast resources of the internet. 

A digital life may have more virtual relationships than in-person ones, but it improves the opportunities to interact with experts and form groups to support the interests that young people care most about. 

To produce the new learners of the 21st century, educators and others will have to find the right balance between the perils of being “always on” and the necessity for young people to creatively use the gadgets and digital media tolls of everyday life. 
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I have to admit this is a daunting task. What about our boys?  We really need to reach outside our comfort zone to reach them.  The multimedia world is more familiar to them then us.  Four year olds can maneuver the internet better than many of us, we need to become familiar with it so we can encourage them, and learn.  Our boy’s world is so different than ours; they can go on line and find anything but “communicating is difficult.”  










Where am I going with this, learn to communicate with them.  Talk about this and put it on your schedules to bring up at a meeting:                                                                                  

Meeting:	Be ready for anything, don’t look shocked
Welcome	Welcome everyone and ask the following questions about each topic.
	            What is it?   How do you use it?  What did you find out?
	Texting:
	E-mail:	
Facebook:
	Tweeting:
	YouTube:
	The www Network:
	Abbreviations: 	Example:  LOL, RU just to mention 2.
	How much of this do you do?
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Hebrews 13:8
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever”

In this fast paced world we are going through so many changes especially in the Multimedia Field.  Through all of this we want to be reminded there is one person who has never changed and that is Jesus.  
Yesterday:  It seems like yesterday when we had to have a beeper so people could reach us and call them pack, we had to look things up in the dictionary and encyclopedia.  We had to go to the library.  
In Hebrews 13:8 we read “Jesus Christ is the same as yesterday.”  We cannot imagine things not changing yet in Scripture Jesus has not changed.  In this fast paced world we can always return to the ROCK!  Sometimes you feel like you’re confused and you may be, and you may feel like your falling behind but Scripture says we can go to the person who hears and understands us. 
Today:  Yes, Today!  It seems like just when you have caught up you’re behind again.  I challenge you to not be discouraged, or afraid.  When new things come out don’t feel like you need it just because someone else has it.  The high-tech world is here today but the Scripture says “Jesus is the same Today as Yesterday” 
Hebrews 13:8 we read he is the same today!  How can that be when everything else around us is changing so fast it’s hard to keep up?  We do change and we should, we need to grow, but always remember Christ is just a conversation away. 
	Forever: Yes I said FOREVER!  
In this fast past, rapidly changing world we know there is someone who knows us better then we know ourselves!  Change is coming and we need to be ready, and know what to do just in case the Devil tries to trap us.  Be ready for the tomorrow!


Submitted by:
Lt.-Colonel Blanche L. Reynolds
Children’s Outreach Ministry Bureau
USA Eastern Territory
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