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Use classic children’s literature to teach values and character building lessons.

Stone Soup is a classic children’s book that teaches the value of generosity. The story can be used to enhance not only the Reader activity, but many others as well.  Check your local library for a copy of the book, or find one of the on-line versions to read with your troop.  Here are some activities to enhance the story.
· Plant vegetable seeds or visit a produce stand to purchase a sampling of the vegetables mentioned in the book.

· Make Stone Soup.  Cook meat, onions and potatoes in a large pot.  Ask each person to bring a can of vegetables to add to the “stew.”  Save the cans and eat from them instead of bowls.  (NOTE:  Be careful to avoid burns.)

· The book can be used to enhance emblems such as Cooking or Fire Safety.

Cooking – Meet many of the requirements for “finding your way in the kitchen” by making a pot of stone soup. Boys can add the recipe to their recipe books.

Health and Body – How many of the 5 basic food groups are included in Stone Soup?

Fire Safety – What fire safety rules will you need to know when making soup?  Will you use a stove or campfire?

· What sort of stone do you imagine would make the finest soup?  Go on a hike and start a collection of interesting stones.  Invite a person knowledgeable about rocks to come and help the boys identify their treasures.  (This is Requirement 2 for the Earth Knowledge emblem.)
· Instead of dressing up for Halloween, dress-up as the people in the story.  Make Stone Soup, then sit around a campfire and read the book Stone Soup.  Talk about sharing with others who are less fortunate.

· Volunteer to help in a soup kitchen.  Boys can serve meals, wipe tables, sweep floors, etc.
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DEVOTIONAL:  Soup, Soap and Salvation

“If you love each other, everyone will know that you are my disciples.” John 13:35 (CEV)

When William Booth first started the Christian Mission, which would soon become known as The Salvation Army, he had a strong feeling that God wanted him to help people that others would not.  

Most people he worked with were poor, hungry and dirty.  General Booth knew that no matter how much he preached, few people would become Christians if they were hungry.  He believed it was hard to listen to a preacher when your stomach was rumbling or your feet were cold.  
Because he loved these people, General Booth came up with a plan to feed them and help meet their needs for shelter and clothing.  He called his plan, “Soup, soap and salvation.”

Once people were full and warm, many of them listened to the lessons he taught about God.  They believed what General Booth said about God because they knew he loved and cared for them.  Many were saved and joined General Booth’s Salvation Army. 

Other Possible Bible Lessons

Sharing God’s Love – A children’s lesson about sharing from Lutheran Bible Time
www.lbt.org/resource/message/shareg.htm
The Widow Who Shared Her Food – 1 Kings 17
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