 EXPLORER
SAFETY AT HOME
Theme 
Praying for the Safety of Children
Scripture
Parable of the Good Samaritan

One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?”

Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road.

“By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’

“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked.

The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”

Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”  Luke 10:29-37 (NLT)
Supplies
Table paper or newsprint – In advance of meeting, ask a child to lie down on the paper and trace around him. Using a marker, write “ROBBERY” inside the outline.  During the meeting, you will add other words, suggested by the children.
2 Band-Aids for each child

Markers or crayons (for writing on Band-Aids)
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Lesson

[Read the Scripture or briefly retell the story of the Good Samaritan]

In the Bible lesson, how was a man hurt? [Allow children to answer.]  
There are many things that can hurt children.  Sometimes children are hurt by evil people, like the robbers in the story Jesus told.  Sometimes children are hurt because ordinary people do nothing to help them.  How many people in the lesson walked past the hurt man and pretended not to see him? [Allow children to answer.]
[Show the outline of the child.]

Around the world children are in danger.  Using one word, can you name ways children are hurt. We will write those words like wounds on our child.  See, it already has a word written.  It is “Robbery.”  That is how the man in the story was hurt.  Can you name other words that show that children are in danger? [Fighting, anger, war, murder]
Now, you are going to be good neighbors.  Little kids can not do a lot of things.  You can probably not stop wars or fighting.  But, you can help by praying for children who are in danger.  You can ask God to protect children and to send someone to help keep them safe.  

[Show children a Band-Aid]

When I was little, my mom and dad always tried to keep me safe.  But when I would get into a dangerous situation and end up hurt, I could go to mom and dad for help.  If I had a cut or bruise they would give me a Band-Aid.  A Band-Aid didn’t make the wound disappear, but it did protect me until it could heal.  

If you promise to pray for children in danger, you can take a Band-Aid, write your name on it and stick it over one of the wounds on our poster.  That will be our special sign to show that you want to be a good neighbor.  

After we do that, we will pray together.  Then, you can take another Band-Aid home with you to help you remember your promise to pray for kids who are in danger.  Every time you see a Band-Aid, what are you going to do?  [Pray for kids who are in danger.]

Prayer

Thank you, Father, for caring about all children everywhere, even ones who are in danger.  We ask that you will be close to those children right now and help them to find someone who will care for them and protect them.  Help us always to be good neighbors who look for ways to help others. Amen.
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