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AMERICAN CULTURES
A Taste of Culture

Activity
Plan a field trip with the Rangers to a local restaurant serving authentic food from another country. Try and order a several different items off of the menu “family style” so that each person can try a variety of foods. Encourage each person to try as many of the items as possible. 
Discussion
After finishing the meal, use the questions below to begin a discussion on cultural differences.
[image: image2.wmf]1) What was your favorite food that you tried? Why?
2) What was your least favorite food? Why?
3) Why is it important for us to try new things from other cultures?
4) Name some of the different cultures you have seen in your neighborhood, school, and community. What makes them different from yours?
Devotional
While on earth, Jesus taught us that loving God and loving others are very important. In Matthew 22:37-38, Jesus says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
First and foremost, we are to love God with all our heart, soul, and mind. Secondly, we are to love our neighbors as ourselves. The word “neighbors” doesn’t just mean those who live next door to us but also includes our family, friends, classmates, and even those in our community. When we love God with all our heart, soul, and mind, we begin to love people as God loves us. God loves us regardless of our culture, ethnicity, and class and wants us to love people in the same way. 

[image: image3.wmf]Jesus gives us many examples of showing love to others from other cultures throughout his life on earth. He wasn’t afraid to be associated with those who were different and proved his love by healing the sick, restoring hope, and ultimately giving His life for those of all cultures. Think of some ways that you can show love to people from other cultures. How can you “love your neighbors” individually and as a Ranger troop?
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