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CHRISTIAN LIFE
Christian Life - The Godhead
· Father in Heaven

· Jesus

· The Holy Spirit
Father in Heaven
Say: This week we will be learning about the Godhead, the three in one.

We will be starting with our Father in Heaven; does anyone know what our Father in Heaven does? What is His role in our lives? (Allow response) God the Father is the Creator and Master planner; He created us, He breathed life into us and planned our future. It is His plan that Jesus followed in the New Testament.

We will read some scripture to gain a better understanding of our Father in Heaven:

· Genesis 1:31 (NIV) says: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good…”
In Genesis 1:31 we see God looking at his creation and expressing that he is happy with it.

· Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) says: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plan’s to give you hope and a future.”
In Jeremiah 29:11 we see that God has great plans for us! We also see that God loves us so much that he makes plans to love us and prosper us!
· Ephesians 1:4-6 (NIV) says: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ; For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”
In Ephesians 1:4-6 we see that God chose us from before the creation of the earth. God created us with great intentions, for us to be Holy. He chose us to be this way from long before we were born.
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Jesus
Say: Does anyone know what Jesus does? Do you know what His role is in our lives? (Allow response) 

Jesus is the bridge between us and God the Father; He came down from Heaven to die for our sins so that we wouldn’t need to. Because of His sacrifice, we are Holy and blameless in the eyes of God through our Faith in Christ.
We will read some scripture to gain a better understanding of Jesus:

· John 6:38 says: “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.” 

In John 6:38 we see that our Father in Heaven sent Jesus to the earth, to fulfill his plan.

· John 3:16 says: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
In John 3:16 we see that God’s love for the world is the reason he sent his son to die for our sins, and that faith in God will give us eternal life.

· Isaiah 53:5 says: “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”

In Isaiah 53:5 we see what Christ did for us in His time on earth. He accepted the punishment we were due. It was our behavior that deserved the punishment that Christ received. It is his pain and suffering that saved us. Through this, we see the love and grace of God.
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The Holy Spirit
Say: Does anyone know what the Holy Spirit’s job is? (Allow response) The Holy Spirit is our helper; we receive this helper when we accept Christ as Lord. The Holy Spirit gives us a great power to serve God; this power can be many different things. The most common powers are the fruits of the spirit.

Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV) says: 
· “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”
These are the fruits of the spirit explained:
· Love, to love your neighbor as yourself.

· Peace, to have peace of mind, knowing that you are saved by the grace of God.

· Forbearance, to hold back your negative reactions in life and react in love instead.

· Kindness, the kindness to give what you have, to serve each other and to be good stewards in Christ’s name.

· Goodness, Have a good heart, do good things. And so on.

· Faithfulness, to stay true to God and trust Him with all of your heart.

· Gentleness, as Jesus was gentle so should we be gentle.
· Self-Control; to stay away from sin and corruption, to devote yourself to God everyday!

Not only can you receive the Fruits of the spirit, but also many talents and inspiration come from the Holy Spirit. 

As we look at the Three-in-One God, we see our Father in Heaven, Jesus the Son, and The Holy Spirit. None of these are less than the other. As our doctrine states: “There are three persons in the Godhead—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, undivided in essence and co-equal in power and glory.”

(At this point you should do your favorite Trinity object lesson.)
After these lessons, ask your Rangers to fill out the attached worksheets (The Christian Life, What I learned today.)
Explain to your Rangers that because they know God now, we will spend the next week’s lesson focusing on living a Christian lifestyle. (Close up with prayer.)
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Christian Life – Daily Devotional
 (Prepare bookmarks with the Lord’s Prayer printed on them for your Rangers; this will be used in the lesson. Also provide one bible, one piece of paper and one pencil per Ranger)

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.” – Chinese Proverb.

This is the principal behind this lesson, rather than simply handing out devotional booklets and saying “Do these at home, they only take about 15 minutes.” We will teach the Rangers how to study the bible every day as their devotional.

Say: as Christians, we need to live a certain lifestyle. What do you think that lifestyle should include? (Allow response) (Love, Forgiveness, Patience, dedication to God every day; etc.)   This week we are going to learn about a healthy Christian lifestyle. This should be a holy lifestyle, dedicated to following the way of Jesus.

First, we need to dedicate ourselves to God on a daily basis. Being a Christian is not only about the way we handle ourselves in public. It’s also the way we handle ourselves when no one can see us; when it’s just us and God. 
Our personal relationship with God needs daily attention. We usually call this a daily devotional.

Say: Does anyone here do a daily Devotional? (Allow response) If you do, great! If you don’t, that’s okay too; because today we’re going to learn how to do a daily devotional! This style of daily devotional will be easy for us to do. All you need is your Bible, a piece of paper and a pencil!
The first step in your devotional is prayer; the Lord’s Prayer is always a good choice. 
(If you have them, give out the Lord’s Prayer bookmarks at this time, along with the Bibles, paper and pencils.)
From Matthew 6:9-13 (NIV):

· “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”
Say: The next step is to find a scripture to read, a great way to do this is to write down a question first, something like “Hey God, today is going to be a long day, how should I handle it?”

(Show your Rangers the topical index in a Bible, explain that when they’re looking for guidance on a certain topic, that’s where they need to look.)

Say: So we look for encouragement in our Bibles. Today we will read from Philippians:
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Philippians 4:12-13 (ESV) says: 
· 12I know how to be brought low; and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”
In the 13th verse we find Paul saying “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 

So we know going into our day that God strengthens us; and through that strength you can do all things. However, when we say “All things” we are not talking about sinning, we are not talking about using the power of God for our own selfish desires. Instead, we are talking about using God’s power to serve him in our lives as Christian people!
And that is your motivation for today! That is also you’re way of spending time with God; listening to his word. This is what strengthens our relationship with God! 

Now I would like you to go back to what you wrote down earlier and write Philippians 4:13 alongside it. And, now you can see your question and God’s answer together, pretty cool right?
Once you’re finished writing that down, you should take a minute and pray. You may say something like “Dear God, thank you for your Word. Please give me the strength I need to have a great day! Please help me to live in a way that honors you. I pray in Jesus name, amen.”

So, when we do our devotional, we pray, we ask God for His answer, we read His word, and then we write down His answer. Then finally, we pray again.
And that wraps up our teaching on the daily devotional.
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Christian Life- Christianity in action
Say: The essence of Christianity is following the ways and teachings of Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, sometimes we face people in the world and our personality is not like that of Jesus. Sometimes, we are quite the opposite; for this reason, today we will learn about the way Jesus calls us to live every day.
We are going to examine 3 situations:
First situation: 
One of your longtime friends starts telling embarrassing stories about you at school. When you find out about it you get really angry, what should you do? (Allow response) Say: The worldly thing to do would be to get even wouldn’t it? Maybe even fight. 
Say: Maybe, instead, we should look at what the Bible tells us to do in these situations.

Matthew 5:43-44 says:  

· “43You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,”
We learn in Matthew 5 that when someone is out against you, the right way to react is in love, not revenge. What’s the worst thing that could happen to you for showing love instead of anger? (Allow response) Nothing bad would happen to you, whatever was wrong in your relationship would most likely by fixed by the love and forgiveness of Jesus. So, in this situation you need to love and forgive!
Second situation:

You just found out your Dad lost his job and you don’t know if things will get so bad that you won’t have food to eat, or a house to live in. You’re starting to get worried because you don’t have anyone to rely on in these times. What do you do? (Allow response) The way of the world is to worry, worry and worry some more. But what does the bible tell us?
Matthew 6:25-27 says:

· 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food; and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
We learn in Matthew 6 that no matter how bad the situation is, God will provide what you need. Jesus says that we should not worry because we are God’s prized creation; and if God takes care of the birds and His other creations, how much better will he care for us? We need to trust in God, We call this faith. Sometimes we just need to have faith.
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Third situation:
You are sitting there hearing about all of this and wondering what you can do; the truth is that every day you should serve God, and this is how:

Romans 12:3-8 says:
· “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.”
We learn in Romans 12 that we need to be humble and understand that everyone is a member of the body of Christ. And that God calls us to use whatever talents we have to spread the gospel. This is your challenge today, go out and use whatever God gave you to serve Him and make more believers! And do it cheerfully!
(Finally, to make a point about Christian service, plan to do a service project in your community. A meatball dinner would be great; the Rangers can serve tables during this time, which can also be a fundraiser.)
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Christian Life Devotional - Forgive and be forgiven

(Before this devotional, take the time to prepare a poster board that reads “Forgiven” in large print. Set it up on a stand next to you during the Devotional.)

Say: “When is it easy to be a Christian?” (Allow Response) (At church, camp, etc.)

Say: “When is it hard to be a Christian?” (Allow Response) (When people pick on you, when you’re at home and you fight with your brothers and sisters, etc.)

Say: “Jesus says we must forgive each other, or we cannot be forgiven.”

Read Matthew 6:14-15

Explain to the boys that they must forgive others so that God can forgive them. That they cannot carry resentment in their hearts, but instead they must let it go.

Ask your Rangers to come up and write the name of someone they want to forgive along with their own name on the poster board. 

After everyone has written a name take a moment and pray with your boys; pray for God’s forgiveness.

Remind your boys that they must forgive no matter how many times someone sins against them.

Direct them to the poster board and remind them that because they have forgiven others they are now forgiven.

(Pray)
Submitted by:
Joseph Cohen

Hernando County, FL
Florida Division
USA Southern Territory
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