RANGER
ECOLOGY
Ecology 
It's difficult to think and talk 'green' without thinking about ecology and our ecosystem. But how do we define ecology? Each day the sunrises and we begin our daily grind, we inevitably will be in touch with the ecology that surrounds us. When we run the water to brush our teeth and take our showers, when we get in our vehicles and drive to work, when we come home and check our email on our computers, when we call our friends on our cell phones, and when we dispose of our trash throughout our day.

Ecology is the study of our earth - it's relationships with organisms and their environment, and how those relationships affect the planet. There is a lot we can do as a species to help our environment sustain itself. And a great way to begin is to get educated.
Ecology is easy to think about when you think of the 5 R’s –

Rethink
Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Renew
Rethinking means thinking about how you use everyday products and figuring out ways you can conserve resources by changing the ways you use those products. Rethinking means figuring out ways you can reuse, renew and recycle products.

· Do you use paper towels to clean with or do you use rags that can be washed are reused?

· Do you take long, hot showers that use lots of water and energy to heat the water or do you take short, smart showers where you wet your body, turn the water off, soap, and then turn the water on to rinse your body? This can save a lot of water.

· Do you leave the water running when you brush your teeth? If you do, you use lots and lots of water. Do you know you can brush your teeth in 2 inches of water? All you have to do is put two inches of water in your cup. Put your toothpaste on your toothbrush and dip it into your cup to wet it. Brush your teeth. Sip water from the cup to rinse your mouth out. You can even rinse again. You should still have enough water to rinse off your toothbrush and rinse the sink. Try it. It works–and it saves as much as 3 to 5 gallons of water every time you brush your teeth.
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· Do you plant trees and other greenery that will refresh the air and keep our environment cleaner?                                                                                                                                                                 

· Do you conserve products like paper and plastic and reuse them whenever possible?

· Do you participate in a recycling program at home, school and/or work?

· Do you use reusable bags when you buy groceries?

Buy wisely to reduce your use of resources.

The keys to buying to reduce waste are:

· Purchase products with the least amount of packaging.

· Buy products in recycled and recyclable containers.

· Buy in bulk and use concentrated products.

· Buy only what you can use and use what you buy

· Use refillable containers such as coffee cups and thermoses.

· Minimize the use of disposable items.

· Think about a product’s “lifecycle” before you buy.

If you rethink what you are doing, and learn to reduce, reuse, and recycle materials, you also have to remember to do what it takes to recycle. Remembering is the fifth R!

Finally,

· If your community has a formal recycling program, there are rules about how to separate paper, plastic, glass and other recyclable materials. If you don’t know what those rules are, call the office that manages the program and ask for instructions.

· If your community does not have a formal recycling program, find out whether there is a commercial recycling center near you so that you, your family and your friends can recycle on your own.

· Find out which community government office manages waste disposal. Call them and ask about the community’s rules for recycling. If recycling is not being done and is not being planned, ask how you should go about proposing that a community-wide recycling program be started.
Devotional:

Psalm 24:1-2 

The earth is the LORD's and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for God has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.

We have been given the great responsibility of taking care of the beautiful earth that God created for us. What are you doing to make sure that it stays beautiful? It can be very easy for us to throw everything away and get it out of our sight but have you ever thought about what you are throwing away and where that is going once you do? We must do our part to keep the 
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[image: image1.wmf]environment clean and healthy for those who live in it. Think of the 5 R’s and how you can incorporate those into your life. You want to make sure that in everything you do… you remember that God presented you with His special gift. In Genesis 1: 28-31 God said, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
    29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
    31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.”
So, let’s remember to take care of God’s gift that he has entrusted to us.

Submitted by:
Lt. Robin Parker

Assistant Divisional Youth Secretary

Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi Division

USA Southern Territory
Page 3 of 3
