RANGER
SALVATION ARMY HISTORY
Requirement #1
Do some role playing to help your boys understand the various positions within the Army.

Assign each of the following positions to youngsters in the group: Officer, Soldier, Junior Soldier, YPSM, CSM, Corps Cadet. Have them act out a corps program planning meeting, with each one talking about what they can do in the corps and what they would like to see happen based on their position. This will help them to understand the jobs each person has in a corps.

Requirement #2
Use the following matching game to help the boys understand the overall theme of each doctrine.

Draw a line to match the doctrine number with its theme:

Doctrine #1	The Trinity
Doctrine #2	Sin
Doctrine #3	Possibility of Backsliding
Doctrine #4	Salvation
Doctrine #5	Sanctification (holiness)
Doctrine #6	The Bible
Doctrine #7	Justification & Inner Witness
Doctrine #8	God
Doctrine #9	Atonement
Doctrine #10	Heaven & Hell
Doctrine #11	Jesus

Requirement #3
 Activity 1: When did The Salvation Army begin? 
 Supplies needed: Large card or poster board, one with the word “True” and one with the word “False.”

Two volunteers stand in front of the class. Read the first statement. One child holds up True card. All those that agree stand up. Other child holds up False card and those that agree stand up. 

If you had lived in 1865 when The Salvation Army began you would have been able to:

Watch television (F) 	Make a telephone call (F) 
Fly to Australia (F) 	Buy a newspaper (T) 
Go to Sunday school (T) 	Play tennis (T) 
Listen to the radio (F) 	Buy a CD (F) 
Take a photograph (T) 	Go to the movies (T) 

Page 1 of 3
The Salvation Army’s work began in 1865, although it wasn’t called The Salvation Army until 1878 when its name was changed. Before then it was called The Christian Mission. 

Activity 2: Why did The Salvation Army begin? 
Explain to the boys that William Booth had a simple view of Christianity. He said: ‘Religion is a simple thing. It just means loving God with all your heart and your neighbor as yourself.’ He was following the words of Jesus in the Bible. Read Luke 10:27-28. 
• Discuss who Booth regarded as his neighbors. 
• Were they actually the people who lived next door to him? 
• How did he show that he loved these people? 


Activity 3: Around the World
The Salvation Army works in 124 countries around the world. Get a copy of the most recent Salvation Army Yearbook. Show the boys pictures of the Army’s work in different countries. Ask:
· What is the same as what we do in our corps?
· What is different from what we do in our corps?
· What do the uniforms look like?
· What do the buildings look like?

Before the meeting, pick one country from the yearbook. Read about the programs that take place in that country, the numbers of soldiers and officers, and the other statistics of the work there. During the meeting, tell the boys about that country and have them imagine what it would be like if they lived there instead.


Requirement #4
The following are some resources on the Internet to help the boys learn about famous Salvation Army personalities for their oral reports:
Generals-- http://www.sacollectables.com/bios15.html
George Scott Railton-- http://www.sacollectables.com/postcards_bios/gsrbio.htm
Joe the Turk-- http://www.salvationarmysouth.org/turk.htm
William Booth-- http://www.heilsarmeemuseum-basel.ch/E/salvation_army_museum.php
Catherine Booth-- http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/Wbooth.htm
Samuel Logan Brengle-- http://www.sawiki.net/index.php/Commissioner_Samuel_Logan_Brengle

Although it is not an official Salvation Army site, www.sawiki.net has many other in-depth bios that can be helpful in preparation for the reports.
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Devotional
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-40

	One night, William Booth was walking through the streets of London when he saw that there were men sleeping under the bridges. He was so upset seeing people living this way that he went straight to his son, Bramwell Booth, who was his second-in-command of the Army’s work. 
General Booth told his son what he had seen and then said simply, “Do something!”
William Booth had a compassion for those people because he saw that the only way to love God was to love others. But he also saw that when we love others it should motivate us to do something for them.
	Just like the early Salvationists, we can also show God’s love to the world by reaching out to those in need. You can share your lunch with the kid who forgot his. You can defend the boy who is being picked on. You can help an older neighbor who can’t take care of her yard or her house. You can give your extra coat to the guy you know whose coat is old and torn. You can help serve a meal at your corps’ soup kitchen. Use your imagination: you can think of hundreds of ways to “do something” for those in need around you.
	Salvationists don’t reach out to meet others’ needs just to trick them into hearing us preach. We do it because God loves every person, whether they want to hear about Him or not. They will see God’s love when we show it in the way we help others. And when you do, Jesus will say to you, just as He did in Scripture, “When you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!” (NLT)

	



Submitted by:
Captain Tim Clark
Bangor Citadel, Maine
Northern New England Division
USA Eastern Territory
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