
RANGER
TRAFFIC SAFETY 

Emblem Enhancements
Traffic Safety is everyone’s responsibility.  Your individual responsibility for safety begins before you actually go on the road.  It is important to know that the vehicle (auto, bicycle, motorcycle, etc.) you will drive or ride in is in good working order before it ever moves.  If it is not, do not take a risk!    

1.
Use this General Maintenance Checklist to inspect a corps vehicle or other automobile.  Why is it important for your safety, that each of these are in proper order?  Why is it unsafe to operate a vehicle when maintenance is needed?


Without proper knowledge, auto repairs can be risky—for the person doing the repairs and for future passengers.  Do not attempt to make repairs yourself, but do notify the owner of your findings.

	General Maintenance Checklist

	Item
	OK
	Needs Repair

	Oil
	
	

	Washer Fluid
	
	

	Wiper Blades
	
	

	Battery
	
	

	Cooling System
	
	

	Tires
	
	

	Dashboard Warning Lights
	
	

	Horn
	
	

	Lights
	
	

	Notes:


2. Visit a car dealer.  Compare makes, models, specs, mileage ratings, add-ons, etc.  Compare 2-wheel drive vs. 4-wheel drive vehicles, new vs. used cars, Tudor vs. Fodor, and sport packages vs. family packages.  As a group, choose two vehicles you feel would be good values, safe and practical.  Use these two vehicles to do the following safety related activities.
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Insurance

Arrange for an insurance agent to speak to the troop.
· Obtain insurance quotes for the two vehicles you selected.  Find out about insurance deductibles, various types of coverage, and minimum requirements for your state.  

· [image: image1.png]


Ask the agent how each of the following will affect insurance rates:
( School grades
 

( Marital status  


( Age
( Gender



( Traffic tickets
( Accident
( Living with your parents vs. living on your own

· Find out what to do in the event of an accident.  What are the consequences of failing to report an accident?  Practice filling out an accident report.


Maintenance

Visit a car parts store. Using resources available in the store, find part numbers and prices for each of the following parts.  Ask the boys why proper maintenance is important for traffic safety.   (Use the two automobiles your troop chose as the basis for this task.)

	
	Vehicle 1
	Vehicle 2
	Why is this part important for safety?

	Wiper blades
	
	
	

	Air filters
	
	
	

	Oil filters
	
	
	

	Headlights
	
	
	

	Fan belts
	
	
	


3.
Rolling, Rolling, Rolling


Visit a tire retailer and learn about the importance of tire construction, periodic tire checks, and proper rotation for vehicle safety.  Learn to check the air pressure of a tire and know why proper inflation is important.  
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There’s an excellent brochure on tires and tire safety available from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  You can download it from: 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/rules/TireSafety/ridesonit/takeone.html


OR


Order free, by phone, by dialing (888)327-4236 and requesting “Everything Rides on It: Tire Safety.”

4.
Staying Found


Practice finding your way.  Use a GPS or an Internet map service to obtain directions from your corps to divisional headquarters.  Using these directions, trace out the path you would follow on a standard map.  Why is it important to no directions before you begin a trip?


A website you may use for driving directions is www.mapquest.com.  Free maps are available through AAA at www.aaa.com. 

5.
Car Seat Safety


As young men marry and have children, it will be very important to know how to protect their loved ones.  Help them to learn the proper way to install a child safety seat.  There are many locations that can assist you with this. To access help in your area, check this website to find the location of the expert in your town:



 http://www.nhtsa.gov/cps/cpsfitting/index.cfm

6.
A Text to Die For


Studies show that most teens do not believe texting while driving is dangerous.  AT&T has developed a 10-minute video and other resources to educate youth about the dangers of this common practice.  Access resources at:



http://www.att.com/gen/press-room?pid=2964


As a group, create your own video or PowerPoint to get the message out to other young people that texting while driving is distracting and dangerous.

Devotional
Picking Up the Pieces

Scripture Reference: 1 Corinthians 12:14-27

Focus of Devotional:
A teenage boy, wanting to keep his car in safe working order, decided to make engine repairs.  He had completed an automobile mechanics class at the area vo-tech school and knew how to be well organized.  He placed each part neatly in order as it was removed.  Eventually, on one side 
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of the garage lay various parts of his engine.  On the other side were the remains of the vehicle.
He cleaned all the parts, made repairs, and began the process of putting the car back together.  Part by part, the car was reassembled—with one problem.  When the job was finished, two “extra” parts remained on the garage floor.  

From your experience with automobiles, do you think that is a problem?  Of course it is.  All the parts have to be in their proper places for the car to function safely and properly.  Every part has an important purpose.

In 1 Corinthians 12:14-27, Paul compares the importance of different parts of the human body with the body of Christ, which is His Church.  Paul says that every part is important and necessary.  Each part has a place and must work with the other parts.  

If you are a Christian, you are a part of the body of Christ.  It is your job to spread His Word, but you cannot do it alone.  We must work together.  Just as automobile needs to have all parts in place to work properly, God needs each of us to fulfill His plan perfectly.  

You may not yet understand your role in God’s plan; but knowing that you have a purpose should help you to get started finding out what God wants you to do.  Seek to know Him and learn where you fit into His plan.

Submitted by:

Jerrie Miller

Territorial Director of Character Building Ministries

USA Central Territory
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