GIRL GUARD 
CRAFT


Aim
The purpose and aim of this specific craft is to get the girls familiar with the art of sewing. Sewing is not something that is needed to make clothing anymore but through the devotional the girls will see how acts of service to others can be done through this gift of sewing and how ministry can be done through sewing crafts. 



The Craft
The craft I have chosen for this is for the girls to make a tote bag. All you need for this craft is a sewing machine, pattern, and 2 yards of material (or 1 yard of each if the girls want to use two different fabrics). This entire process can be quite lengthy depending on how many girls you have in the troop. If you have a large troop then this can be split up between two meetings. Once this tote is made, you will then inform the girls that they can choose to keep it OR they can choose someone to give it to as a gift. If they choose to give it away, have gift bags and tissue paper ready for them to package it up and make it look presentable as a gift to give away. 


Devotion
Acts 9:36-43- the story of Dorcas

I know! What kind of a name is Dorcas! Sometimes, the names given to a person or a thing just don’t fit and this case is no different. Dorcas, although given what sounds like a silly name, was 
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a very wonderful woman in the Bible. Now, there is not a whole lot in the Bible that talks about her, but what is said about her are all very good things. Here is what we know about this lady named Dorcas. She was a disciple (9:36) so she was a follower of Jesus, she was always doing good deeds (9:36) and she helped the poor quite a bit (9:36) and SHE MADE CLOTHES (9:39b). She was a woman who had a gift, she made clothing. Now, after making your bags and putting the hard work into this bag you have made, you can appreciate all of the hard work she would do in making entire sets of clothes for people. Back in Dorcas’s time it was even more difficult because they didn’t have some of the very fancy equipment that we have now to help us make our things. Dorcas sewed everything by hand! 

The Bible tells us that Dorcas was known for helping the poor. Knowing what you know about her sewing ability, how do you think Dorcas helped the poor? I am very sure that Dorcas made clothes for the poor. She had an amazing ministry through her sewing and she helped people and was able to tell people about Jesus because of her sewing. 

I bring this up because sometimes we think that we don’t have any way we can tell others about Jesus. Maybe you are shy and feel like you could never be a preacher so you don’t have anything to offer God, but I’m telling you that is not the truth. God gives each and every person gifts and talents and whatever those gifts and talents are, they can be used to tell others about God. Does the Bible say that Dorcas was a preacher? No, but the Bible says she was still a follower of Jesus and a disciple, which means that she was telling others about Jesus and she was given the opportunity to do that through making clothes. Just because you may feel like you don’t have anything to offer God doesn’t mean that you don’t; you just have to look and pay attention to the gifts God has given to you and the talents you have and be willing to use them. 

You might be thinking, well how can I use sewing to tell people about Jesus, people don’t need me to make clothes for them, they get them from the store. This is true. But think about the other ways we can do something nice for someone, like making one of these bags for someone in a nursing home or for a child that is in the hospital. What are some other ways we can use sewing to tell people about Jesus?

See, God can use anything you have as long as you are willing to offer it to Him. If you, like Dorcas, are willing to work hard and use your talents, then God can and most certainly will use you to tell others about Him. 


Submitted by:
Captain Amanda Krueger
C.O. Port Jervis
Greater New York
USA Eastern Territory
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