GIRL GUARD 
COMMUNITY KNOWLEDGE
    

 
Community Service Ideas
Community service is important to every community.  It is very important that you get to know your community and the needs of the community.  There are many ways to familiarize yourself with your community and its needs.
1. Canned Food Drives: Host a food drive in your community.  Contact your local Salvation Army social services to set a can food drive.  Distribute the canned foods to needy families in the community.

2. Community Clean up:  Choose an area that needs improving.  Allow your Girl guard troop to clean the area in the community.  The troop can be split up into groups and compete against each other. 

3. Community Car Wash: This project can be done during the spring and summer months.  Allow the Girl Guard troop to wash cars for those that are in need.

4. Community Clothing Drive:  This project will allow people in the community that are in need of clothing to choose from clothing that is in “good” condition.  Allow the troop to ask for donations four weeks prior to the clothing drive.

5. Community Feeding:  Allow the troop to advertise about the feeding.  Give the community three weeks notice and pass out flyers about the event.  This project will take help of adults as well as youth.  Allow the troop to collect donations from the community to support this project.  When all the donations are collected, purchase the items needed to feed the community.  Have the adults plan and prepare the food for this project.  On the day of the feeding, allow the troop to serve the community.
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Go Green!

Encourage the troop to go green!  Teach them that they can save money while going green.  They can learn ways to create a safe environment while going green.  

1. Save energy to save money.  Have the troop hand out informative material. 
Tips: 
~Use compact fluorescent light bulbs to save money on your power bill.  
~Set thermostat a few degrees lower in the winter and few degrees higher in the summer.
~Wash clothes in cold water whenever possible.
~Use drying rack or clothes line when possible.

2.  Save Water to save money.  
Tips:
~Take shorter showers
~Low flowing shower head	

3. Use less gas for better health.
Tips:
~Walk or ride a bike

4. Eat smart
Tips:
~ If you eat meat, eat one meal a week that is meatless
~Use coupons!  It saves money!

5. Skip bottled water (generates large amounts of container waste)
Tips:
~ Use a water filter

6. Borrow instead of buying
Tips:
~Borrow from the libraries instead of buying from the store
~Share power tools and appliances

7. Keep electronics out of the trash
Tips:
~Allow the troop to collect cell phones that are not needed and being discarded.
~Allow the troop to collect discarded ink cartridges and recycle them.
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Devotional
Our Communities are very important to us.  You should get to know what is around you and what you do to improve the community.  As you get to know the community, you must realize that there are many people that do not know the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  
Hope.  What is hope? (Allow girls to answer)  It means to feel expectant and certain that something will happen to change a circumstance.  There is a lot of hope to give to a world that really needs it.  There are millions that need to know that God loves them and understands their pain.  
If you are one that has committed yourself to Christ, you have hope.  Our hope is not found in religion, idols, money or even doing good works.  Our hope is found in one person- Jesus Christ.  He rescued and saved us from our sins.   He is coming again to restore peace to our broken world and community.  Until He comes again, we (you) are His hands and feet.  You can provide help for those in your community.
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