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 GIRL GUARD
ECOLOGY
Decorations  
While completing this emblem, decorate the room with recycling poster and signs.  Be sure to explain to the girls what the recycling symbol is and looks like.
Task #1 (corresponds with task 1 in the Girl Guard Handbook Ecology Emblem)
Instead of having the kids give the definitions, give the definitions to the kids and make lists of examples of each of the terms.
Ex. Species – a spider, Producer- the sun

A great web site is http://www.epa.gov/kids/ encouraging them to part of the Environmental Kids Club

Task #4 (corresponds with task 4 in the Girl Guard Handbook Ecology Emblem)
After finding out about careers, encourage the kids to write a letter to those protecting the environment.

Write letters to the DYS, corps officers, teachers, and principals, encouraging them to have recyclable bins available.

An idea for a craft is to make a reusable grocery bag.  Plastic shopping bags are a big garbage problem -- it takes 1,000 years for a bag to break down! Here’s how: Have your kids help you choose some heavy fabric and sew it into simple rectangular bags with handles. Buy some canvas bags at a craft or environmentally friendly gift shop. Then use fabric pens to draw pictures on them. 

A great way to get across the message of "reuse" and "recycle" is to take kids on a trip to your Family (Thrift) Store, or recycling center. If your children have old clothing, toys, shoes, or other items in reusable condition, make a family trip down to the Family Store so they can see how their trash is someone else's treasure. Teach kids how items can be reused for different purposes--for example old towels, blankets, and comforters can often be donated to local animal shelters for bedding. These real-life examples will teach kids that many items they would normally throw away can actually have a second life.
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Teach the decomposition of items in the dump.
Ex.
[image: image2.jpg]


  Banana -- 3 to 4 weeks    
  Paper bag -- 1 month 

  Cotton rag -- 5 months 

  Wool sock -- 1 year 

  Cigarette butt -- 2 to 5 years 

  Leather boot -- 40 to 50 years 

  Rubber sole (of a boot) -- 50 to 80 years 

  Tin can (soup or vegetable can) -- 80 to 100 years 

  Aluminum can (soda pop can) -- 200 to 500 years 

  Plastic 6-pack rings -- 450 years 

  Plastic jug -- 1 million years 

  Styrofoam cup -- unknown? forever? 

  Glass bottle -- unknown? forever?

Encourage each child to do something to make a change. Great ideas are on Friends for Change project green website.
Ex.    Waste-free Lunch—Inspect your average lunch and you’ll find plastic baggies, packaging and plastic utensils that all get thrown away! Organize a waste-free lunch day to encourage packing lunches in reusable containers.  This simple step alone can reduce your lunch waste by 67 pounds per year

Note this—Have your team pledge to buy only 100% recycled paper notebooks. Believe it or not, it takes massive amounts of water to make new paper from trees plus saving trees helps save the environment. Just look for the recycle symbol when you’re buying your next notebook to make sure it’s made from 100% post-consumer waste. If 500,000 kids each bought one notebook made from 100% recycled paper, over 200 million gallons of water would be saved for people and animals that really need it.
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Devotion

“God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” Genesis 1:28
After each day of creation God looked everything over and said “IT IS GOOD”.  Would God do that today?  Would God look at our dumps and say “it is good”?  Would God look over our oceans and say “it is good”?  Would God look over our atmosphere and say “it is good”?  There are things in this world around us that we have no control over.  But, what about the things we do have control over?  Looking at the scripture above, God gave two commands.  One, fill the earth and, two subdue it. To subdue something is to be in control of it.  Are you in control of your environment or do you just take it for granted; using and abusing it?  Having control over something takes work.  Working on anything takes steps.
1. Know what you have.

2. Make a goal

3. Be constant to achieve the goal

4. Don’t give up!

So, if we are to take these steps to SUBDUE our environment around us, this is how it might look:  know about the plants, the trees, and what you are taking out of the environment and especially what you are putting into the environment.  Decide what you are going to do.  For example, buy recycled paper for school.  Don’t make exceptions; you need to stick with it.  God knows when we listen to Him and obey His commands.  We want God to see we are trying to make our world, His creation, truly GOOD.  I am sure God has some great ideas… seek Him and do what He tells you to do.
Submitted by:

Captain Nichole Bell

Melbourne, FL
Florida Division

USA Southern Territory
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