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A great tool which can aid in connecting your Girl Guards to “pen pals” in other countries is http://www.epals.com. The reason why this is such a great asset to your girls as they research their heritage is that they can post their questions on-line and get answers from other children that actually live in that country. 
		For example, your Girl Guard can post the question, “What types of food are popular in Japan?” Then, a student in Japan may go on and answer this question. Have your Guards check back weekly and see what types of information they can gather. There are also past questions and answers that will be very beneficial to your girls. For instance, I saw a question asked by an American girl about whether there were Nazi groups still remaining in Germany. It’s a big question, but students in Germany were happy to answer it. You may not want to tackle questions that big – but let your girls be creative, and ask the real questions they have on their hearts and minds. Someone out there may have the answers that will help them understand their burning questions about their heritage.
		Want it easy? Girl Guards can also – just type in the name of their country (in the search bar) and see what questions have been asked or answered in the past with previous users. Your troop can join as well and make a permanent connection on epals.com.
		If you would like to trace your ancestry, here are ways that your Guards can do it free! There is a tutorial for people who are new to family research at http://rwguide.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ . Everyone starting out in genealogy should understand the basics and this tutorial covers them. After you complete the tutorial, the following is a basic plan and generally only requires the tools that you already have like your computer and Internet service provider. 
		So, start with your birth certificate, which has your parents, and then ask your parents for copies of their birth certificates, which will have your grandparents on them. Then if you grandparents are living, continue the process. At some point, you will experience a problem depending on when your grandparents or great grandparents were born, in that; birth certificates did not exist before the 19th century. Therefore, you need to get back to 1930 with personal records because those types of records are not available to the public for 50 to 100 years depending on the jurisdiction in which they are held and census records which are quite valuable in tracing our ancestor’s movements which are not available before 1930 at this time.
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By copying or ordering these documents, you have gone to relatively little expense and including you, you have four generations and you have it documented with primary documents. That will give you 2 parents, 4 grandparents, and 8 great grandparents’ names to start researching. Now, you are ready to use the Internet websites and can use death certificates, marriage records, census records, immigration records, church records, court records and many other sources to research your ancestry. 
		Here’s a little known fact - your public library will most likely have both Ancestry.com and Heritage Quest free for anyone to use while at the library and with a library card you should be able to use Heritage Quest at home. So make a field trip with your Girl Guards to check out if your library has these resources!
		Additionally, USGen Web is another free online resource at http://www.usgenweb.org/ . This site is packed with how-to tips, queries and records for every state and most counties within those states. Then, there is Rootsweb at http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ a free site hosted by Ancestry.com where you can search for surnames, post queries on the message boards and subscribe to surname mailing lists.
		Also, be sure to check each state that you need information from as many have their own projects, for example, the state of Missouri has a great website that has many free source documents online at http://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh/ and South Carolina has many free wills and other court documents at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/onlinear…
		Also, Family Tree Magazine’s 101 Best Websites, 2010 http://familytreemagazine.com/article/10… You may have to register for their free newsletter to access this list but you will find that helpful also.
		And the only site that is included on this list which has some links that are free and some that are fee is Cyndi’s List but it will be well worth your time to look through the list for the free websites because of their quality: http://www.cyndislist.com/
Good luck in your quest to trace your heritage!
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