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OUR OWN HHERITAGE
Questions to ask to introduce topic:

1. What makes your family special? What is different about your family?
2. Look at a globe – do you know where your family comes from? Find different locations on the globe to show them.
Family Tree:

There are many places on the internet to look at for making family trees and genealogies. 

FamilyTreeMaker.com

En.wikipedia.org/wiki/heritage

MyHeritage.com (genealogy software that’s free)

There are thousands of other sites as well that you can find through a search engine (Google, Bing, etc.).
Another way of making a family tree, which may be more fun for the younger ages, would be to: 

· [image: image2.wmf]Make a duplicable poster with a large tree on it and spaces for family members to be listed. 

· Have the children bring in pictures of family members to put on a tree.

· Interview family members.
· Ask them about their favorite childhood pet or toy.

· What was school like when they were children?

· What things have changed the most since they were young?
· Turn this into a craft for the kids and have them draw their own pictures of family members and their family tree. You can cut out stencils for them to make it look like a tree and frame the pictures of their families.
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These could be special family traits and cultures that are passed down. Ask if the family would be willing to share a special recipe from a traditional setting (Christmas, Thanksgiving, St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, other events that they celebrate with a special meal which has a family recipe).
Does their family have a special tradition for holiday’s? Have the kids share what they do for Christmas or Easter or another event that is special to them.

Glossary: (These are actual dictionary definitions; you should share them in age appropriate terms.)


Tradition – 1: an inherited, established, or customary pattern of thought, action, or behavior (such as a religious practice or a social custom)

[image: image4.wmf]
2: the handing down of information, beliefs, and customs by word of mouth or by example from one generation to another without written instructions

3: cultural continuity in social attitudes, customs, and institutions


4: characteristic manner, method, or style

Culture – 1: the integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief, and behavior that depends upon man’s capacity for learning and transmitting knowledge to succeeding generations

2: the customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, or social group

3: the set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and practices that characterizes a company or corporation

Heritage – 1: property that descends to an heir
2: something transmitted by or acquired from a predecessor   
3: tradition
4: something possessed as a result of one’s natural situation or birth
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[image: image5.wmf]Trait - 1: a distinguishing quality (as of personal character)
2: an inherited characteristic

Relatives - 1: a person connected with another by blood or affinity 

Party – Celebrate MY Heritage

Preparation:
Send invitations with flags from different heritages and cultures, or use pictures of kids in traditional dress from various cultures. These can be done on the computer or have the children in Sunbeams draw them with the Moonbeams.
Ask parents to bring a dish to share that has to do with their family heritage. (This could be the same dish that is on a recipe card which is asked for in advance [see fundraisers]). Kids should be encouraged to bring a favorite relative.
Activities:
As the kids and families arrive, have some coloring pictures available of children in different cultural dress. If you take regular pictures to a print shop, they can blow them up to poster board size to make giant coloring pages. 

Have dress-up clothes for different cultures (aloha shirts, mu`u mu`us, sombreros, oriental dresses, kimonos, etc.). The thrift stores would be a great place to look for these items. Some families may already have some cultural clothing that they can wear.

Have interviews with the children and their families. Some questions to ask:

· Where did you grow up?

· What were your favorite childhood games?

· What was your favorite family tradition growing up?

Food:

Each family should bring a dish to share from a favorite family recipe. Be sure to ask them to write down the recipe on a card for exchange later. This will need to be coordinated in advance so people bring different items: entrées, side dishes, vegetables, breads, pastas, desserts. If you don’t have enough of one item you may need to supplement with extra dishes depending on how many families are coming. Be sure to ask them to make enough for the projected number attending. This is a way for the families to share their heritage. (This can go along with the fundraiser as well [see fundraiser section]).
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Devotion:  Luke 2:41-52
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and men.” Luke 2:52

Read Luke 2:41-52, the story of Jesus as a boy in the temple.
Most of the time when we think about Jesus it’s him being either a baby in a manger or as an adult doing miracles. This little story is the only one where Jesus is a boy and it is talking about his Jewish heritage. 

Back in the days that Jesus was a boy, all the people of the Jewish culture had to observe the three yearly festivals, especially Passover. This meant they had to travel to Jerusalem. Normally only 25,000 people lived there, but at Passover with all the others who lived outside the city, an additional 60,000-100,000 people would pack themselves into the gates. Usually people would travel in large groups with other families for company and security, as there could be bandits and other dangers on the long road.

This story shows that Jesus was growing in His heritage. He knew the Scriptures and was able to discuss them with the teachers who were well trained, something most kids his age would not have been able to do. He was so involved in the temple that when his family was leaving, he was left behind by mistake! When his family realized that he was not with them, they came back to Jerusalem to find him in the temple. 
The end of this story is about Jesus growing up. It says that he grew in stature (meaning taller), and in wisdom, and in favor with God and men. This means he wasn’t just smart, knowing a lot of things, but he acted on his knowledge. He knew right from wrong and was able to keep doing right. This made him a popular person with his friends and others around him. 

When we follow our heritage and use wisdom with others around us as we grow up, we will also grow in favor with God and men. 

We all have a very special purpose, no matter what our heritage and backgrounds are. We are all God’s children and have a place to take when we grow up. Some may be teachers, nurses, construction workers, ministers…you never know what God has planned. Just be sure that along the way of your growth, you celebrate who you are in God’s heritage.
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Basket Auction:

Have families donate items to put in baskets that have to do with their heritage. In the dinner invitation, make sure to mention that they will be doing this auction so they bring money to bid. Good items would be teas, coffees, blankets, hats, etc. Themed baskets will do best in the auction.
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Tickets for the Dinner:

You could use the spaghetti dinner idea where you sell tickets for the dinner and prepare for more guests. Make it a themed dinner with one or more cultural foods, like Mexican or Italian, pancakes, etc. The advance sales will help pay for the food, and the extra will be your profit.
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Recipe Books:

Ask the kids to bring in recipes for a small cookbook and sell the books. This takes a lot of coordinating and someone has to type it all up and bind them together. You could do a bigger project and hire a company to do the compilation and binding at a cost. This should be a heritage cookbook with different recipes from all different cultures.
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