MOONBEAM
READING
Reading  Fun With Dr. Seuss
     Dr. Seuss Birthday Party
As a fun and inviting introduction or finale to the Reading Fun with Dr. Seuss moonbeam activity, have a birthday party for Dr. Seuss.  His birthday is March 2.  

These activities will not only be fun and bring the stories to life, but they will help to develop the children’s interest in reading as well as their imagination.  If you choose not to have a party, any of these activities can be part of your weekly moonbeam meeting. 

Developmental Assets connected with this activity:  
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· Support

· Empowerment

· Boundaries and Expectations

· Constructive Use of Time

· Commitment to Learning

· Social Competencies

Create a Seussical setting:
· Set the mood with color and creativity.  Red and white with black, aqua and yellow are great “Dr. Seuss colors.”  

· Fill your party room with paper cut-out circles and some balloons in bright red, yellow, blue and orange in various sizes….hang them on the wall, from the ceiling, leading to the room, and wherever you can.  
· Oriental Trading now carries an assortment of Dr. Seuss character cut-outs, bulletin board displays, banners, posters and more. 
· Use red, white and blue plastic table covers.
· Ask an older character building group to make a “Welcome to Seussville” banner for the party.
· Enlarge, photocopy and laminate covers of various Dr. Seuss books.
· Use Dr. Seuss books for centerpieces with colorful Mylar basket filler encircling the books or in a basket with the book(s).
· A Cat in the Hat red and white stovepipe hat makes a great table decoration.  
· Wrap the paper color book cover copies around a box or vase and add “crazy” construction paper flowers that you make and glue on pipe cleaners.  Add anything to your bouquet that you can find that is curly and glittery and fun or that relates to any Dr. Seuss book.   
· Use a cupcake stand to display cupcakes decorated for the occasion.  
· Draw a large green Grinch that can also be used for a game.
· Set up an inviting reading corner with a rug, pillows and lots of Dr. Seuss books or you 
· could have a Dr. Seuss book being read on CD or a Dr. Seuss DVD playing. 
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· Make little goodie bags for each Moonbeam with colorful candy, stickers, mini Seuss books, etc. all tied with curly ribbon and a cute Dr. Seuss tag thanking them for coming to Moonbeams.  
Activities:

· The Story:  Begin the party with an exuberant reading of The Cat in the Hat.  Having a special guest reader will make this all the more exciting!  In the book discussion take the opportunity to discuss appropriate things to do on a rainy day, stranger danger, calling 9-1-1, telling the truth.  
· A Balancing Act:  The cat in The Cat in the Hat is always balancing something.  Give each child a small paper bag full of an identical group of items such as a block, a spoon, a book, a crayon, a bowl, a plastic straw, a marble, etc.  Have each child try to make a tower with all of the items, balancing them in the easiest way possible.  After the activity, discuss with questions such as which items balanced best on top?  Which did they decide to put on the bottom? 

· Please Cat May I?  Play just like the traditional Mother May I? playground game.  The “Cat” will wear a Cat in the Hat stovepipe hat and stand away from the other children.  The Cat will select players to call out requests such as ‘Please cat may I take one giant (or baby step or bunny hop, etc.)?”  The Cat responds with, “Yes you may,” or, “No, you may not.”  Go to www.playgroundfun.org.uk and search for Mother May I for more detailed rules and suggestions.  

· Clean-Up Relay:  Play Thing 1 and Thing 2 relay races by dividing the children into two teams (Thing 1 and Thing 2).  

Play this exciting and fun relay race to clean up the mess before 
Mom gets home!  Provide each team with one large shopping bag with handles.   Mark a starting line on one side of the room (or yard, if playing outdoors) and place a cone or chair at the other end, one for each team. 

Scatter the same number of items along the course from start to finish for each team:  clothes, shoes, toys etc.  When you say "GO" the first player from each team quickly moves along their course picking up the items and placing them in the bag as they go. When they reach the cone they must return to their team while removing the items out of their bag along the way. This will create the "mess" for the next player so the items should be scattered, not placed in one pile. The last player on each team does not make the mess again but runs back to their team with a full bag.
box or large plastic toy barrel. 

· Follow the Cat:  Play just like Follow the Leader except the leader is wearing a Cat in the Hat stovepipe hat.  Take turns being the leader and don’t forget that Seuss characters are silly and fun!  Do silly things like flapping your arms, wiggling around, hopping on one foot, making silly noises, etc.  
· Pin the Heart on the Grinch (to go with The Grinch Who Stole Christmas):  Ahead of time make a 3 inch red heart for each child.  Let them write their name on their heart.  Use double sided tape on the back and play similarly to “pin the tail on the donkey.”
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· Goldfish Fingerplay (to go with One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish)
My darling little goldfish      


(Wiggle one finger) 

Hasn't any toes



(Point in your toes) 

He swims around without a sound

(Pretend one finger is swimming) 

And bumps his hungry nose


(Point to nose) 

He can't get out to play with me

(Point to yourself) 

Nor I get in to him



(Point to children) 

Although I say, "Come out and play."
(Motion finger to come out) 

He says. "Come in and Swim."

(Pretend you are swimming) 

Bible  Lesson:  Ephesians 6: 1  
Review the Cat in the Hat story.   Discuss the last question in the book---“What would you do if your mother asked you?”  Ask the children what should Sally and her brother have told their mother?  (the truth!)  Ask the children if they think Jesus wants us to lie or to tell the truth.  Is it ever okay to lie?  Does God know when we are lying or telling the truth?  Is it hard to always tell the truth?  What should we do if we have told a lie?  Do your parents want you to tell the truth?  Lead up to the question, “Did the children obey their mother?”  

Say that the Bible tells us to tell the truth and to obey our parents.  Say the Bible verse, “Children, obey your parents” (Ephesians 6: 1) for the children.  Have the children say the verse after you.  Help the children to learn the Bible verse by singing.  Sing the words printed below to the tune of “God is So Good.”



“Children, obey.



Children, obey.



Children, obey,


        
Obey your parents.”

Let the children move to the Bible verse.  Give some children something to drum on and others a pair of unsharpened pencils.  Or the children can just pat their hands on the table of their thighs.

Say the verse again and beat the instruments on each syllable.  Have the children say the verse with you as you beat the instrument.  

Pray a simple prayer about telling the truth and forgiveness.  

Adapted from:  All in One Bible Fun published by Abingdon Press  
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Crafts to Make:
· Dr. Seuss hat
Things you will need:  stapler, scissors, red crayons, 9 inch paper plate, white butcher paper or draft paper cut 15” X 22” with pre drawn lines to make 1.5” to 2” stripes

Instructions:

· Cut out the center of the paper plate leaving at least a one inch border.

· Show the children how to color every other stripe red.

· Staple the ends of the paper together so that it looks like a tube.

· Cut notches about 2 inches wide on one end of the paper tube.

· Place the tube inside the paper plate ring and staple each notch to the ring.

· Your paper Dr. Seuss hat is complete!
· Cat collage
Ahead of time rip pages from magazines that have pictures of cats.  Allow the children to cut the cat pictures out and glue on construction paper to make cat collages.

· Horton Hears a Who Pink Clover and Whoville Speck
Things you will need:  green pencil, pink pom-pom, tiny white pom-pom, craft glue (may need hot glue gun for adult use)
Instructions:

· Glue a pink pom-pom to the eraser end of the green pencil

· Glue a tiny white pom-pom onto the pink

· Let dry thoroughly

· A Yertle Turtle
Things you need:  Small plastic coated paper plate, googly eye, green and purple finger-paint, toilet paper roll, plastic lid, glue

Instructions:

· Ahead of time prepare plates:  cut out the center, cut that piece in half, use the outer ring to cut out a head, two legs and a tail.

· Put a small amount of green and purple paint in two separate dishes or plastic lids.

· Use toilet paper roll for stamping on the shiny side of the plate and the body pieces.  
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Glue together in the appropriate places.



Seuss Snacks
· To go along with Fox in Socks: 
· Cheese Trees:  Cheese cubes on toothpicks stuck in Styrofoam “trees.”
· Blue Goo:  blue jello or other gooey blue foods such as yogurt or tinted pudding

· To go along with Cat in the Hat:
· Hat shaped pizza—Get a can of pizza dough and on a lightly floured surface par dough into Dr. Seuss hat shape.  Spread with pizza sauce and arrange mozzarella cheese on top to create the stripes.  Bake according to directions.                                                                                       
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· To go along with Sleep book:
· Moose Juice(orange) and Goose Juice(green)- any kool-aid or juice that fits the color
· To go along with One Fish, Two, Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish:
· Any pink drink will do from something simple like pink lemonade or strawberry milk to more involved things like strawberry milkshakes or smoothies. Milk would have the most ink-like consistency while the lemonade would look more like the illustration in the book.
· Colored goldfish crackers

· To go along with Green Eggs and Ham
· Green Egg shaped sugar cookies---Make your favorite sugar cookie recipe.  Bend a round cookie cutter into an egg shape to cut the cookies.  Use the following frosting recipe and frost the cookies with white and then some green tinted for the yolk shape.  This frosting is smooth and glossy.  
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Ingredients:


1 cup confectioner’s sugar


2 teaspoons milk


2 teaspoons light corn syrup


¼ teaspoon almond extract


Green food coloring

Directions:

In a small bowl, stir together the confectioner’s sugar and milk until smooth.  Beat in corn syrup and almond extract until icing is smooth and glossy.  If icing is too thick, add more corn syrup.  Tint as needed.  Use a clean small paint brush to apply frosting.
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To go along with The Cat in the Hat:
· Thing 1 and Thing 2 cupcakes---Make cupcakes in paper liners.  Frost with vanilla frosting.  Just before serving put some blue cotton candy on the top to resemble Thing 1 and 2”s hair.  Label with a Thing 1 and Thing 2 pick or cardstock cut out.  
Submitted by:
Sharon Waiksnoris

Territorial Youth Dept.

Des Plaines, IL
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