MOONBEAM
SOMEONE SPECIAL 

Think & Play – Games that tie in with the theme
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Have you seen my hand? Have each child photocopy their hand, fingers together.  Number each photocopy without the girls seeing what number they are and keep a ledger showing whose hand is what number.

When all the copies are there, have the girls take turns trying to guess which copy is their hand. To extend the activity, you could tell them the basics about hand and finger printing, and how no two hands are alike.
The point: It is hard to tell which hand is yours because they all basically look the same, but each one is very different.
Guess Who- this is a great game to demonstrate how no two people are alike.  To play this with young players, the teacher will be on one “team” and the girls will be on the other team.  The teacher explains how the game works and helps the girls figure out the differences between the characters and how to narrow down the search until they figure out who the mystery character is.  

You can also go to Hasbro.com to print different character boards.  Using the extra character sheets, cut them apart and have the girls sort them out by whatever category you choose (hair color, gender, hats, etc.)

The Point: The game is won because there are no two characters exactly the same.  Just like real people, the people in the game may have some things in common, but each one is unique from the other.

Bunch o’ Bananas – this game requires open space, but is a great way to ‘get the wiggles out.’  Start out by having the girls all in one bunch in the center of the room.  Then, have them break off into groups according to a specific feature.  For example:  Bunch up by hair color, eye color, favorite food, etc.  Be sure to include bunches that would require them to all be back in one big group at the end of the game, like “bunch up if you are a moonbeam” or “bunch up if you have shoes on”  This game can go on for as long or little time as you like.
The Point:  Ideally, no two girls were ever in the same bunch the whole time. While they have lots in common, they all have things that make them unique.
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Song – “You are Special” from Barney

You are special, you’re the only one
You’re the only one like you!

There isn’t another who can do the things

Who can do the things you do,

‘Cause you are special, special!
Everyone is special!
Everyone in his or her own way!
You are special, special!
Everyone is special!
Everyone in his or her own way!
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Craft – Coffee Filter Snowflakes (basic directions found on http://www.nickjr.com/crafts/coffee-filter-snowflakes.jhtml) 
Supplies:  Large coffee filters (at least one per child), markers, scissors or paper punches, and spray bottle or cup of water.
Directions: 

-color the coffee filters
 

-sprinkle water on them to make the colors run together (enhancement – sprinkle salt lightly on the filters before you spray water—this allows the colors to have a tye-dyed effect.)


-Set the filters aside to dry


-once they are dry, fold them and make designs using scissors or paper punches.

Finishing Touches: Have the girls mount the snowflakes on paper.  Write “God Made Me Special” or a similar phrase on the paper with the scripture reference.
Activity/Craft – Magazine “Me”
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Have the girls look through magazines and cut out pieces to make their own face.  When they have finished, have them compare/show their faces and help them recognize that no two faces are alike.
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Snack Idea
Have crackers and a variety of toppings – cheese, meat, PB & jelly, cream cheese, etc. and let the girls create their own mini sandwiches.

Bible Focus – God made Me SPECIAL – Psalm 139:14 “I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made"
Tell the group the story of Adam & Eve (up to when eve was made).  Depending on the group, you could tell this from a children’s bible, show pictures to tell the story, or have the children help you act it out.

Say: The Bible tells that God created people in his image, or like himself. That does not mean we look like God, but we are like God in other ways. We can think, make choices, and show love. People are special to God because we can have a relationship with God. Today we learned how god made Adam & Eve, and how God made us too.  Everything that God creates is special, and we are special to God! 
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